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Is Troy more noble 'cause to ashes turn'd                45

Than virgin cities that yet never burn'd?    '

Is fire, when it consumes
Temples, more fire than when it melts perfumes?

'Cause Venus from the ocean took her form.

Must love needs be a storm ?                          50

'Cause she her wanton shrines in islands rears,
Through seas of tears,

O'er rocks and gulfs, with our own sighs for gale,

Must we to Cyprus or to Paphos sail ?

Can there no way be given                             55

But a true hell that leads to her false heaven?

A TRANSLATION FROM  SILIUS ITALICUS

[Included in A Dialogue between a Tutor and a Pupil, ?l645]

e^ the wife of Hannibal, when her son Aspar was commanded
to be sacrificed, speaks thus :

WHAT is this with blood to stain

The sacred temples?   Tis, alas! the main

Cause of all sin, that men are ignorant

And do the knowledge of God's nature want,

Go; pray for what is just with frankincense,           5

And let the cruel rites of slaughter hence

Be banishM; God is mild and near alli'cl

To mortals, His enough that we have dy'd

The altars with the blood of slaughter' cl beasts,

Or if within the gods' most cruel breasts               10

This wickedness is fix'd, let me be slain

Who am the mother.   Why would you so fain

Deprive all Libya of this towardness?